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Background

Source: Global Health Estimates, 2016: World Health Organization

Worldwide, Road Traffic Injuries are # 8th leading cause of death



Background

Target 3.6 calls for a 50% reduction in the 
number of road traffic deaths by 2020 

which remains far from sufficient unless 
urgent actions is undertaken

Target 3.6 calls for a 50% reduction in the 
number of road traffic deaths by 2020 

which remains far from sufficient unless 
urgent actions is undertaken

Source: UN Sustainable Development Goals



Objectives and Methods

The objective :

• To describe the status of road safety in 16 countries of the 
East African region based on the newly published data of 
the 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety. 

• To analyse data of the 5 pillars of road safety :
• Road safety management
• Safer roads
• Safer vehicles
• Safer road users
• Post-crash response

Methods: Data captured based on the newly published data 
of the 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety – World Health 
Organization. 



Results: Burden

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

• The rates of road 
traffic deaths are 
highest in Africa, 
when compared to 
other regions of the 
world

• Africa is one of the 
regions that showed 
increase in the 
fatality rates 
between 2013 and 
2016



Results: Burden

¾ of the East African countries have an estimated road 
traffic fatality rates higher than the average African rates
¾ of the East African countries have an estimated road 
traffic fatality rates higher than the average African rates

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization
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Results: KEY PILLARS CHALLENGES

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization
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Results: Pillar 1- Road Safety Management

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization
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WHO estimated road traffic deaths
Reported deaths

All except one country have a marked under-reporting of road 
traffic deaths. Some countries have their estimated deaths more 
than 30 times what is reported. 

All except one country have a marked under-reporting of road 
traffic deaths. Some countries have their estimated deaths more 
than 30 times what is reported. 
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fatality 

reduction 
targets in 
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Only 38% of 
countries 

have a 
fatality 

reduction 
targets in 

their 
strategies



Results: PILLAR 2- Safer Road & Mobility

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

Audits or star rating required for new road
infrastructure

Design standards for the safety of pedestrians /
cyclists

Inspections / star rating of existing roads

Investments to upgrade high risk locations
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Infrastructure and roads
East Africa, 2016



Results: PILLAR 3- Safer Vehicles

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

None in the region implemented 8 of the priority UN vehicle 
safety standards :

• Seat-belts
• Seat-belt anchorages
• Frontal impact
• Side impact
• Electronic stability control
• Pedestrian protection
• Child seats 
• Motorcycle anti-lock braking system



Results: PILLAR 4- Safer Road Users (Legislation) 

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

Law Definition of WHO good 
practice law

% of countries 
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law

Speed Speed limits on urban roads 
≤50 km/h and can be modified

25%

Drink-driving BAC ≤ 0.05 g/dl and BAC for 
young/novice driver’s ≤ 0.02 
g/dl

0

Motorcycle 
helmet

law for all riders, roads, 
engines, fastening and 
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23%

Seat belt Seat-belt law applies to all 
occupants

50%

Child restraints National child restraint law 13%

Mobile phone use 
while driving

Applies to hand-held and 
hand-free phones

19%

Road safety laws exist but many don’t not apply for a good 
standard law
Road safety laws exist but many don’t not apply for a good 
standard law



Results: PILLAR 5- Post-Crash response

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

Road safety laws exist but many don’t not apply for a good 
standard law
Road safety laws exist but many don’t not apply for a good 
standard law
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Recommendations

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

• Policy-makers must give due attention to issues related to vulnerable 

road users to ensure the prioritization of interventions specifically 

targeted at improving their safety

• Road safety laws do not meet best practice criteria. There is a need 

to ensure that national laws on all road safety risk factors conform to 

recommended best practice and to strengthen enforcement through 

evidence based and cost-effective strategies.

• Adoption and implementation of UN Vehicles safety standards to 

reduce the likelihood of the occurrence of severe injury in case of a 

crash. These standards are essential not only to protect car 

occupants but also to protect vulnerable road users.

• Support and complement policies for sustainable transport and safer 

road infrastructure with the appropriate regulations to the needs of 

all road users. These policies will also have other positive co-benefits 

such as more physical exercise, reduced emissions and health 

benefits associated with such changes.   



Recommendations

Source: 4th Global Status Report for Road Safety 2018; World Health Organization

• Road safety strategies should be reviewed based on global indicators 

with defined smart fatal and non-fatal indicators

• Ensure that essential post-crash care components are in place , 

including development or strengthening of data systems that 

enhance post-crash response such as emergency room-based injury 

surveillance systems, vital registration systems and trauma care 

registries

• Improve the quality of data on deaths, as well as on non-fatal injuries 

and road traffic-related disability through regular and structured 

coordination mechanisms linking different sources of road safety 

data, in particular police and health



Thank you!
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